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September 15, 2021

To: Kevin Fitzpatrick

From: Richard Williams Sr.
Supervisor, Town of Patterson

Re: Study of Wastewater Needs

The Town of Patterson has three areas of concern with providing wastewater treatment listed below.

1. Putnam Lake

Putnam Lake is a 226 acre manmade lake surrounded by 1,254 residential homes on lots that are
generally smaller than one-half acre. Many of these homes were constructed in the 1940's and 1950's;
prior to today’s Health Department standards for subsurface sewage treatment systems. There are
approximately 230 homes located within 250 feet of the Lake.  The Lake is located in the East
Branch Reservoir Watershed. In 2001 the Town of Patterson completed a preliminary analysis of
providing a wastewater treatment plant and collection system for the Lake community and found the
expense cost-prohibitive. 

As part of the HAB initiative O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc. completed a feasibility report for
Wastewater Collection and Treatment for the Putnam Lake area and found the cost for providing
sewers for the Lake very high. The feasibility report recommended that a sewer system be provided 
for roughly 287 homes closest to the Lake. The estimated cost would be $25,100,000, or
approximately $87,500 per home. At this time it may be more financially prudent to explore
alternative septic designs for the Putnam Lake area. 

2. Lost Lake

A Lake summer community with twenty-eight cabins which most are still using outhouses for their
sewage disposal needs. 



3. Patterson Hamlet.

Patterson’s Hamlet is a kind of quasi-village area that has developed along two major transportation
routes - Front Street and Route 311. The Hamlet is a mixture of residential housing on small lots
surrounding two intersecting commercial districts. Within the Hamlet there are 164 single family
residential homes, with an average lot size of just larger than ½ an acre and all on individual septic
systems. Many of the structures in the Hamlet, which date back to the late 1800's and early 1900's,
were constructed with on-site sanitary disposal systems that are grossly inadequate in comparison
to today’s Health Department Standards for sewage disposal systems. In the commercial area along
Route 311, between the MetroNorth rail line and the intersection of Route 292, there are a few
vacant lots and a few historic buildings, including two churches and a grange hall, which all have
inadequate or no subsurface sewage treatment systems. A portion of the Patterson Hamlet is serviced
by an 80,000 gpd wastewater treatment plant, however all of the aforementioned areas are not. The
Town in the early 1990's identified that to treat the Patterson Hamlet area, a 300 gpd wastewater
treatment plant was required. 


